RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS
MINUTES OF VILLAGE OF BLANCHESTER REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
JANUARY 23, 2025

The Village of Blanchester Council met in regular session on January 23, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. with
the honorable John Carman, Mayor, presiding.

Mr. William Garner Present
Mr. Don Gephart Absent
Mr. John Hill Present
Mr. Reilly Hopkins Present
Mrs. Lynn Lewis Present
Mr. Josh Parks Present

It was moved by Mr. Hopkins and seconded by Mr. Parks to excuse Mr. Gephart from the
meeting.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Gamer, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Absent — Mr. Gephart

Motion Passed
Agenda
It was moved by Mrs. Lewis and seconded by Mr. Parks to approve the agenda.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Gamer, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Absent — Mr. Gephart
Motion Passed

Guest Speaker — Phil Blankenship with EBS was in to give us an update on our executive
summary for our insurance.

Public Comment - James Constable 135 Orchard View Lane, Blanchester — Left papers he
would like council to look at.

Approval of Minutes

It was moved by Mrs. Lewis and seconded by Mr. Parks to approve the Minutes from December
30, 2024.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Garner, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Absent — Mr. Gephart
Motion Passed



Approval of Bills and Reallocations

It was moved by Mr. Hopkins and seconded by Mrs. Lewis to approve the Bills and
Reallocations from January 23, 2025.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Gamer, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Absent — Mr. Gephart
Motion Passed
Committee Reports

Finance Committee — Nothing to report

Safety & Service — Nothing to Report
Cemetery — Nothing to Report.

Old Business

New Business

Council appointed Riley Hopkins to serve as President Pro Temper per ORC Section 731.10 for
the calendar year of 2025.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Garner, Mr. Hill, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Abstain — Mr. Hopkins
Absent — Mr. Gephart
Motion Passed

Resolution 2025.001 - Resolution to establish the spending limits and setting amounts for the Fiscal
Officer to follow for accounting purposes for the Fiscal Year 2025.

It was moved by Mr. Hill and seconded by Mrs. Lewis to move to adopt Resolution 2025.001 on
an emergency basis.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Garner, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Absent — Mr. Gephart
Motion Passed

Ordinance 2025.002 is an Ordinance enacting a Code of Ordinances for the Village of Blanchester,
Revising, Amending, Restating, Codifying and Compiling Certain Existing General Ordinances of the
Village of Blanchester Dealing with Subjects Embraced in such Code of Ordinances and Declaring an
Emergency.



It was moved by Mr. Parks and seconded by Mrs. Lewis to move to adopt Ordinance 2025.002
as stated.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Gamer, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Absent — Mr. Gephart

Motion Passed

All committee appointments were reviewed and it was moved by Mrs. Lewis and seconded by
Mr. Parks to approve the Village of Blanchester Committee Appointments for 2025.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Gamer, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Absent — Mr. Gephart
Motion Passed

Department Reports

Solicitor — The Solicitor reported that he received the letter from the mayor for vacant buildings
and would like to revamp it. This will be done by next meeting for review.

Parks — The Parks are putting on a Valentines dance for anyone under the age of 14 for
Valentines. Their tractor is acting up after the last snow fall. Would like to purchase a snow
blower to aid in the removal of snow.

Police — The mayor distributed the police annual report for the chief in his absence.

Street — The RFB’s are installed and working now. He stated no 3" party was used to help
remove snow during the last round of snow, and he was very proud of the job the Village was
able to do. It was a whole team effort from the Village crew.

BPA — Just wanted to say how they were proud of the team work from the Village on the snow
removal.

Zoning — An applicant, Chris Hildebrandt applied for the Zoning Commissioner. Council
agreed to move forward with the process of hiring him at Step A.

It was moved by Mrs. Lewis and seconded by Mr. Hopkins to approve the mayor to move
forward with hiring him.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Garner, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Absent — Mr. Gephart
Motion Passed



Fiscal — Wanted to be sure everyone understood that the Estimated Resources had not been
submitted to the County yet. Any numbers anyone is seeing was only drafts.

Mayor — Nothing to report

Discussion Item

Mr. Parks received a quote to rework our web page for the cost of $1,000 the first year and $200
a year there after. Mr. Hopkins would like to see some more information on the company, would

like to see some of their work.

It was moved by Mr. Hopkins and seconded by Mr. Parks that the meeting be adjourned at 7:57
PM.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Garner, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks

Nay — None
Absent — Mr. Gephart

Motion Passed
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