RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS
MINUTES OF VILLAGE OF BLANCHESTER REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
February 13, 2025

The Village of Blanchester Council met in regular session on February 13, 2025 at 7:02 p.m.
with the honorable John Carman, Mayor, presiding.

Mr. William Garner Present
Mr. Don Gephart Absent
Mr. John Hill Present
Mr. Reilly Hopkins Present
Mrs. Lynn Lewis Present
Mr. Josh Parks Present

It was moved by Mr. Parks and seconded by Mr. Hopkins to excuse Mr. Gephart from the
meeting.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Garner, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Absent — Mr. Gephart

Motion Passed

Agenda
It was moved by Mrs. Lewis and seconded by Mr. Parks to approve the agenda.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Garner, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None

Absent — Mr. Gephart
Motion Passed

Guest Speaker — none

Public Comment - James Constable 135 Orchard View Lane, Blanchester — Wanted to bring to
everyone’s attention that the revenue budget that was turned in is short $300,000 over last year in
the General Fund. He believes this is a mistake. He still believes there should be more left over
in the General Fund than what we are showing. He also stated that he does not believe that the
Police wage increases were ever brought before council.

Approval of Minutes

It was moved by Mr. Parks and seconded by Mrs. Lewis to approve the Minutes from January
23,2025.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Garner, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Absent — Mr. Gephart
Motion Passed



Approval of Bills and Reallocations

It was moved by Mr. Hopkins and seconded by Mrs. Lewis to approve the Bills from February
13, 2025. There were no reallocations.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Garner, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Absent — Mr. Gephart
Motion Passed
Committee Reports

Finance Committee — It was moved by Mrs. Lewis and seconded by Mr. Parks to move to adopt
the Finance Meeting Dates as provided.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Garner, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Absent — Mr. Gephart
Motion Passed

Safety & Service — It was moved by Mrs. Lewis and seconded by Mr. Hopkins to move to adopt
the Safety Meeting Dates as provided.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Garner, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Absent — Mr. Gephart
Motion Passed

Cemetery — It was moved by Mr. Hopkins and seconded by Mr. Hill to approve the bid to have
a couple of the dead trees taken down for the amount of $3,300.00

Vote: Yea — Mr. Garner, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Absent — Mr. Gephart
Motion Passed
Old Business

It was moved by Mr. Hopkins and seconded by Mr. Parks to move forward with the Web Design
as presented.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Garner, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Absent — Mr. Gephart
Motion Passed

New Business - None




Department Reports

Solicitor — The Solicitor updated everyone on the status of the abandoned buildings.

Parks — The Valentine’s Dance was held on 2/14 from 6-10. A new snow blower was purchased
to help with the removal of future snow.

Police — The mayor distributed the police report for the chief in his absence and discussed the
opportunity for a K-9 Unit. He will be looking into how we can get it with grants if possible.
Officer Petrey was identified as the possible handler.

Street — Nothing to report

BPA — Donna Johnson wanted to let everyone know their board meeting scheduled has changed.
Please refer to the BPA webpage for a full listing of Meeting dates.

Zoning — Nothing to report
Fiscal — Nothing to report
Mayor — The Mayor discussed the Logo, and we have a final design.

It was moved by Mrs. Lewis and seconded by Mr. Parks to adopt the final design the Village
LOGO as presented.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Garner, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Absent — Mr. Gephart
Motion Passed

It was moved by Mr. Parks and seconded by Mrs. Lewis to move to allow the mayor to sign the
contract to proceed with the work on Lazenby St.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Garner, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Absent — Mr. Gephart
Motion Passed

Discussion Item - None

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

It was moved by Mr. Hopkins and seconded by Mr. Parks to go into executive session at 7:41
PM per ORC 121.22 (G)(1) to consider the appointment, employment, dismissal, discipline,
promotion, demotion, or compensation of a public employee or official, or the investigation of
charges or complaints against a public employee. Mayor and Solicitor were invited.



Vote: Yea — Mr. Garner, Mr. Gephart, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Absent — Mr. Gephart
Motion Passed

It was moved by Mrs. Lewis and seconded by Mrs. Parks to return from executive session at
8:03 PM.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Garner, Mr. Gephart, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Absent — Mr. Gephart
Motion Passed

Action Taken:

It was moved by Mr. Parks and seconded by Mrs. Lewis that Mr. Hopkins would be paid
$600.00 to resolve the discrepancy concerning his salary as President Pro Tempore.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Garner, Mr. Gephart, Mr. Hill, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Absent — Mr. Gephart
Abstain — Mr. Hopkins

Motion Passed

It was moved by Mr. Hopkins and seconded by Mr. Parks that the meeting be adjourned at 8:06
PM.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Garner, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Absent — Mr. Gephart

Motion Passed
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