RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS
MINUTES OF VILLAGE OF BLANCHESTER REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
MAY 22,2025

The Village of Blanchester Council met in regular session on May 22, 2025, at 6:30 p.m. with
the honorable John Carman, Mayor, presiding.

Mr. William Garner Present
Mr. John Hill Present
Mr. Reilly Hopkins Present
Mrs. Lynn Lewis Present
Mr. Josh Parks Present

Agenda

The mayor reviewed the candidates who submitted a letter of interest for the open seat on
Council. Candidates are; Marie Brooker, Paul Burns (did not show), James Constable, Fred
Jones (Could not attend meeting tonight for interviews therefore he will not be considered), and
Conley Wolfe.

It was moved by Mrs. Lewis and seconded by Mr. Parks to approve the agenda with the changes
of switching item #4 and #5 in the order in which they are presented.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Garner, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Motion Passed

Public Comment

James Ponder, 249 W. Fancy St. Blanchester, OH 45107 wanted to discuss the land that was
being donated to the Village for the Nature Center Trail. He states that it was told to him that if
everyone around the area objected, that it would not move forward. He is stating that no one
who lives around there wants it, and wants to know why it is still moving forward. He feels the
concerns of the residents in that area are not being addressed.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

It was moved by Mrs. Hopkins and seconded by Mr. Parks to go into executive session at 6:43
PM per ORC 121.22 (G)(1) to consider the appointment, employment, dismissal, discipline,
promotion, demotion, or compensation of a public employee or official, or the investigation of
charges or complaints against a public employee. Mayor and James Bowling were invited.

It was moved by Mrs. Lewis and seconded by Mr. Parks to enter executive session at 6:43 PM.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Garner, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None

Motion Passed



It was moved by Mr. Hopkins and seconded by Mr. Parks to return from executive session at
7:40 PM.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Gamer, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None

Motion Passed

Action Taken:

It was moved by Mrs. Lewis to nominate Mrs. Marie Brooker for the vacant seat left by Mr.
Gephart, and Mr. Parks nominated Mr. James Constable.

It was moved by Mr. Hill, and seconded by Mrs. Lewis to close the nominations for the vacant
seat.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Garner, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks

Motion Passed
A vote was done by a show of hands.

Marie Brooker: Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis
James Constable: Mr. Garner, Mr. Parks

By a show of hands Mrs. Marie Brooker was appointed to fill the vacant seat. Her swearing in
ceremony commenced.

Approval of Minutes
It was moved by Mr. Parks and seconded by Mrs. Lewis to approve the Minutes from May 8,
2025

Vote: Yea — Mr. Gamer, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Abstain — Mrs. Brooker
Motion Passed

Approval of Bills and Reallocations
It was moved by Mr. Parks and seconded by Mrs. Lewis to approve the Bills from May 22, 2025.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Gamer, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Abstain — Mrs. Brooker
Motion Passed



Committee Reports

Finance Committee — Nothing to report

Safety & Service — Nothing to report

Cemetery — Nothing to report

Old Business

New Business
It was moved by Mrs. Lewis and seconded by Mr. Parks for Resolution 2025.008 be passed
which is a Resolution Requesting Certification of Estimated Property Tax Revenue.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Gamer, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Abstain — Mrs. Brooker
Motion Passed

It was moved by Mrs. Lewis and seconded by Mr. Parks for Resolution 2025.009 be passed
allowing the Fiscal Officer to establish new fund #2911 — Police K-9 Unit.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Garner, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Abstain — Mrs. Brooker
Motion Passed

It was moved by Mrs. Lewis and seconded by Mr. Parks to allow the Village to sign a new
contract for the Canon Copier.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Garner, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Abstain — Mrs. Brooker
Motion Passed

It was moved by Mrs. Lewis and there was no second on a motion to allow the Village to
purchase 10 Fire Hydrants at the cost to the general fund of $64,940.20.

Motion Failed

Department Reports
Solicitor — Nothing to report

Parks — Nothing to report

Police — Nothing to report



Street — Paul Daniels reported that Miller Security installed the cameras on the inside and
outside of the shop. He asked for council approval to hire a full-time employee at Step C on the
wage scale which is a rate of $16.75. He would also like to give Jude Huston his 1 year step
raise and take him from step B to step C.

It was moved by Mr. Hopkins and seconded by Mr. Parks that he be allowed to move forward
with this hire and Jude be given the raise.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Gamer, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Abstain — Mrs. Brooker
Motion Passed

BPA — James Bowling let everyone know that they will be holding the next Board Meeting on
June 19" at 6:30 PM at the Sewer Plant. Everyone is invited to come tour the plant and ask
questions.

Zoning — Nothing to report

Fiscal Officer — Nothing to report

Mayor — The mayor passed his time to Mr. Parks to allow him to make a request to hire a
Village Administrator. Mr. Reily spoke to what he believed hiring a Village Administrator
would look it. It was decided that it would be added to next meeting’s agenda as a discussion

item.

It was moved by Mr. Hill and seconded by Mr. Hopkins that the meeting be adjourned at 8:13
PM. All agreed to adjourn.
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