RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS
MINUTES OF VILLAGE OF BLANCHESTER REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
June 12, 2025

The Village of Blanchester Council met in regular session on June 12, 2025, at 6:35 p.m. with
the honorable John Carman, Mayor, presiding.

Mrs. Marie Brooker Present
Mr. William Garmer Absent
Mr. John Hill Present
Mr. Reilly Hopkins Present
Mrs. Lynn Lewis Present
Mr. Josh Parks Present

It was moved by Mr. Hopkins and seconded by Mr. Parks to excuse Mr. Garner from the
meeting.

Vote: Yea — Mrs. Brooker, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None

Motion Passed

Agenda
It was moved by Mrs. Lewis and seconded by Mr. Parks to approve the agenda as presented.

Vote: Yea— Mrs. Brooker, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None

Motion Passed

Public Comment

Yvonne Dillion, 417 Bourbon St., Blanchester, OH, 45107, wanted to discuss the water that is
coming across her property and damaging her yard. She believes the water coming across the
property is the responsibility of the Village. The Village will investigate her concern.

Chuck Meyers, 425 Bourbon St., Blanchester, OH 45107, states he is a neighbor of Ms. Dillion,
who had the water concerns, and states he has seen the issue and is having the same problems.

James Ponder, 249 W. Fancy St., Blanchester, OH 45107, wanted to discuss the land that was
being donated to the Village for the Nature Center Trail, would still like the Village to have a
plan before acquiring the property, and still states that none of the residents want this, the Nature
Center.

James Constable, 135 Orchard View Lane, Blanchester, OH 45107, wanted to discuss the letter
he received about the complaint against the two police officers, saying his accusations were
unfounded. He would like to meet with the mayor to file a neglect of duty against the Police
Chief for not following through on the complaint properly.



Approval of Minutes
It was moved by Mrs. Lewis and seconded by Mr. Parks to approve the Minutes from May 22,
2025.

Vote: Yea — Mrs. Brooker, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Motion Passed

Approval of Bills and Reallocations
It was moved by Mr. Parks and seconded by Mrs. Lewis to approve the Bills and Reallocations
from June 12, 2025.

Vote: Yea — Mrs. Brooker, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Motion Passed
Committee Reports

Finance Committee — First National Bank came in during the finance meeting to discuss how
pledged securities work, and to ensure that the Village is insured for all monies they have in the
bank. Paul Daniels requested that the finance committee approve the purchase of a Dingo to be
used by multiple departments. No decision has been made at this time.

Safety & Service — Nothing to report

Cemetery — Nothing to report
Old Business — No Old Business

New Business

It was moved by Mrs. Lewis and seconded by Mr. Parks for Resolution 2025.010 to be passed,
as an emergency due to time constraints. This is a Resolution declaring it necessary to levy a Tax
in excess of the ten-mill limitation. This is a renewal to be on the ballot in November.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Brooker, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Motion Passed

It was moved by Mr. Parks and seconded by Mr. Hopkins to move forward with the notice of
award for the Orchard View/Orchard Circle Phase Il project. It was determined that Panetta
Excavating was the lowest bid, coming in at $581,822.00, and this would allow the mayor to sign
the contract for this work.

Vote: Yea — Mrs. Brooker, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Motion Passed



Discussion Items:

Marie Brooker was questioning the CD rates, and wanted to know if we could do better with the
CD rates or possibly a new bank. Mr. Hopkins stated he feels the fiscal officer, Regina Johnson,
is doing a good job now in making sure we are getting the best rates.

Discussion item of hiring a Village Administrator was brought up for discussion. The mayor and
a few council members would like the people to decide if they want to vote on this, and then to
put an ordinance together for it. Mr. Reilly would like to see the Charter revised instead.

It was moved by Mr. Hopkins to allow the solicitor to contact the Attorney General to find out if
we could revise the current Charter to allow the BPA Board to work side by side, along with the
Village Administrator. The motion failed due to a lack of a second.

It was moved by Mr. Parks and seconded by Mr. Hill to allow the Village solicitor to check into
putting the decision of a Village Administrator on the ballot in the form of generating an
Ordinance.

Vote: Yea — Mrs. Brooker, Mr. Hill, Mr. Parks
Nay — Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis
Motion Passed

It was moved by Mr. Hopkins and seconded by Mrs. Lewis to allow the Village solicitor to work
on zoning issues, abatements and liens that need to be filed, with a cap of $5,000 billable hours
to do this work.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Brooker, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — Noner
Motion Passed
Department Reports
Solicitor — Nothing to report

Parks — We have Party in the Park coming up on June 20, 2025 as well as Cops and Boobers
they will be helping with on June 21, 2025.

Police — Police Chief reviewed his End of Month Reports. They had Click it for Coney’s and
Cones with Cops recently that were both a big hit, and had the Memorial Day parade which they
were involved in. They were involved in some underage buying bust at some local smoke shops.
Our local 3 graders toured the Police Department and checked out the police cars. Body worn
cameras have been ordered.

Street — Paul Daniels nothing to report.

BPA — James Bowling let everyone know that they will be holding the next Board Meeting on
June 19" at 6:30 PM at the Sewer Plant. Everyone is invited to come tour the plant and ask
questions.



Zoning/Maintenance — Chris Hilderbrandt spoke on the maintenance and what the list looks
like for upcoming projects. He would like to get the Village Logo painted on the curved wall,
and he would cover the cost.

Fiscal Officer — Regina Johnson stated that they are having a pre audit meeting on Monday June
23 at 10:00. All council is invited.

Mayor — The mayor had new appointments to name since we had the resignation of Don
Gephart. The mayor appointed Marie Brooker to the Safety & Service Committee and the
alternate on the Fire Board, and to place Fred Jones to the Planning Commission in lieu of
Verona Sester who resigned.

It was moved by Mrs. Lewis and seconded by Mr. Hill to accept these appointments.
Vote: Yea — Mrs. Brooker, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks

Nay — None

Absent — Mr. Garner

Motion Passed

It was moved by Mr. Hopkins and seconded by Mr. Parks that the meeting be adjourned at 7:43
PM. All agreed to adjourn.

Approved: ‘Z/ ‘%715
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