RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS
MINUTES OF VILLAGE OF BLANCHESTER REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
JULY 11, 2024

The Village of Blanchester Council met in regular session on July 11, 2024 at 7:02 p.m. with the
honorable Mr. John Carman, Mayor, presiding.

All Present stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance and had Opening Prayer

Mr. William Garner Absent
Mr. Don Gephart Present
Mr. John Hill Present
Mr. Reilly Hopkins Present
Mrs. Lynn Lewis Present
Mr. Josh Parks Present

It was moved by Mr. Gephart and seconded by Mr. Parks to excuse Mr. Garner from the
meeting.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Gephart, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Absent — Mr. Garner

Motion Passed

Agenda
It was moved by Mr. Gephart and seconded by Mrs. Lewis to approve agenda; after removing

item #13 Executive Session.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Gephart, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Absent — Mr. Garner

Motion Passed

Guest Speaker

Phil Blanchester, EBS Health Insurance to discuss renewal information and pricing. We are
running 89.7% out of a 100% of our maximum spending. We were lower than this last year. If
we do go over the maximum the Village would get money back. Renewals will be in September.
EBS submitted 7 different proposals for renew, ranging from $17,700 - $61,500. We are
currently using CERTUS as our plan, and it is recommended we stay with them. The plan would
increase 8% on the top cost, but go down 1% on the fixed cost.

It was moved by Mr. Hopkins and seconded by Mr. Parks to move forward with the renewal
using the same plan we are currently using.



Vote: Yea — Mr. Gephart, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Absent — Mr. Gamer

Motion Passed

Public Comments

Kenna Rowe, 201 North Broadway wanted to discuss the rezoning of her house she purchased.
She does not want it rezoned as residential. Wants it to stay commercial. The mayor discussed
reasons why the Village is looking to rezone, and explained how then she could apply for a
conditional use permit. She would need to submit to the BZA her application. She also wanted to
know why she was not informed about this meeting, and the mayor let her know attempts were
made.

It was moved by Mr. Hopkins and seconded by Mr. Gephart to extend the permitted time for this
guest speaker an additional 3 minutes.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Gephart, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Absent — Mr. Garner

Motion Passed

James Constable 135 Orchard View Lane — wanted to say why he didn’t think anything should
change with zoning of 201 N. Broadway. If you aren’t going to allow her to live in a commercial
zone, then all the apartments through town should not be ok. Secondly, is the 15% increase on
electric rates. He is stating the budget should have never been approved for the electric knowing
they were going to be at a deficit.

Minutes
It was moved by Mr. Parks and seconded by Mrs. Lewis to approve minutes from the June 13,
2024.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Gephart, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Absent — Mr. Garner

Motion Passed

Bills and Reallocations
It was moved by Mr. Parks and seconded by Mr. Hopkins to approve Bills and Reallocations.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Gephart, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Absent — Mr. Garmer

Motion Passed



Committee Reports

Finance Committee — Mr. Gephart reported that the Chief had submitted to the Finance
committee a new pay scale that he would like to implement immediately. This was the final step
in getting our officers pay in line with areas around us. He also asked that the resolution for the
repayment of tuition be looked at. It is their recommendation that we take the length of time to
receive the repayment from 2 years to 3 years to put it alignment with the longevity pay.

It was moved by Mr. Hopkins and seconded by Mrs. Lewis to approve the Revised pay scale for
the Police Department and the amend Ordinance 2021.003 section 2 to change the employees’
length of time from 2 to 3 years prior to getting tuition reimbursement.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Gephart, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Absent — Mr. Gamer

Motion Passed

The finance committee also brought forward a revised pay scale for the street department for
council approval. It is asked that the first 4 steps be removed and 4 additional steps added to the
end with a 3% increase in each step. (See Exhibit A)

It was moved by Mr. Gephart and seconded by Mr. Hopkins to revised the pay scale for the
Street Department.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Gephart, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Absent — Mr. Garner

Motion Passed

Safety & Service — Mr. Hill reported the concrete estimate for new sidewalks was going to be
higher then the original $7,000 due to having to increase the width of the sidewalk
to 4’ vs. 3°. The new cost to do the work would be $10,100 and must be started
within 45 days.

He also discussed the area in front of Chubby’s and putting in a cross walk there. The Mayor and
Mr. Hill are trying to get the state to do a traffic study in that area.

Next Mr. Hill discussed the White Van that is always parked on Broadway at Center Street at the
light and states it is too far up and could impede someone’s vision. His recommendation is that
we relocate that space a little further down.

It was moved by Mr. Parks and seconded by Mr. Hill to proceed with the sidewalk work as
presented.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Gephart, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None



Absent — Mr. Garner
Cemetery — Nothing to report at this time.

BPA — Nothing to report at this time.

Old Business
Rezoning of parcels per Ordinance 2024.011 on the zoning maps on N. Broadway from B-4 to B-1.

Mr. Hopkins moved to put this in as a first reading and Mr. Parks seconded the motion.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Gephart, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Absent — Mr. Garner

Motion Passed
New Business

Ordinance 2024.010 allowing the mayor to sign the forms allowing the Village of Blanchester to
participate in the new National Opioid settlement with the Kroger Company.

It was moved by Mr. Parks to approve this ordinance as an emergency as written and seconded
by Mr. Hopkins to approve Ordinance 2024.010.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Gephart, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Absent — Mr. Garner

Motion Passed

Department Reports

Solicitor — Nothing to report.
Parks — Splash days are up and running and we have several party in the parks scheduled

Police — shared the current month report and announced that the department received an
Excellence in Law Enforcement Policy Management award from Lexipol this year. It is
displayed at the case for all to see. Working on getting antennae installed for the new computers
going into the cruisers. Still working on the bodycam federal/state grant. Cops and Bobbers will
be this weekend. National Night out is set for Aug. 6 ™ 6-8 with Rozzi Fireworks at dusk. Rain
date will be the next day. We have Active Aggressive countywide training which is scheduled
for Aug. 9th at the High School.



Zoning — Nothing to report

Fiscal — Still working with Perry and Assoc. with the audit.

Mayor — The Mayor encouraged the council start attending the social events in the community
to start showing our support to them.

DISCUSSION ITEMS:

Mr. Parks wanted the discussion of doing away with the BPA and giving all of the finances to the
Village. This would entail hiring a Village Administrator.

It was moved by Mr. Hopkins and seconded by Mrs. Lewis that the meeting be adjourned at
8:28 pm.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Gephart, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Absent — Mr. Garner

Motion Passed
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