RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS
MINUTES OF VILLAGE OF BLANCHESTER REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
MAY 8§, 2025

The Village of Blanchester Council met in regular session on May 8, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. with the
honorable John Carman, Mayor, presiding.

Mr. William Garner Present
Mr. Don Gephart Absent-Resigned
Mr. John Hill Present
Mr. Reilly Hopkins Present
Mrs. Lynn Lewis Present
Mr. Josh Parks Present

Mayor John Carman read a proclamation declaring May 12 — May 16, 2025 Police Week, and
‘May 15, 2025 Peace Office Memorial Day commiserating the law enforcement officer’s past and
present who have provided service to their community.

Agenda
It was moved by Mrs. Lewis and seconded by Mr. Parks to approve the agenda.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Garner, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Motion Passed

Guest Speaker - None

Public Comment
James Constable 135 Orchard View Lane, Blanchester, OH 45107 wanted to discuss the 6-mil
levy that is on Marion Twp and where the money has gone.

Jenny Allen 708 N. Broadway, Blanchester, OH 45107 wanted to discuss her son Josh Allen, and
the events that led up to his quitting his position in the street department and if it was possible for
him to get rehired in another department.

Approval of Minutes
It was moved by Mr. Parks and seconded by Mrs. Lewis to approve the Minutes from April 24,

2025

Vote: Yea — Mr. Garner, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks

Nay — None
Motion Passed

Approval of Bills and Reallocations
It was moved by Mrs. Lewis and seconded by Mr. Hopkins to approve the Bills from May 10,
2025.




Vote: Yea — Mr. Gamer, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Motion Passed
Committee Reports

Finance Committee — Mr. Hopkins wanted to thank Peoples Bank for coming to the Finance
Meeting and discussing the options they have for banking.

Mr. Hopkins had the following items for council consideration:

To approve the new pay scale presented with the new line item of Zoning CEO/Bldg.
Maintenance.

To move the part-time zoning inspector Chris Hilderbrandt into a full time Zoning
CEO/Maintenance employee. He will start out at step A on the new pay scale with 3 weeks’
vacation effective May 18, 2025.

To move Carla Flannery, Assistant Fiscal Officer, to 3 weeks of vacation starting immediately
versus giving her a step raise this year.

To move Regina Johnson, Fiscal Officer, from pay level E to pay level F effective May 18, 2025.
It was moved by Mr. Hopkins and seconded by Mrs. Lewis to approve these items.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Gamer, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Motion Passed

It was approved to allow the street department to purchase security cameras for inside/outside the
street department.

It was approved to allow the street department to proceed with the repair of the street sweeper,
not to exceed a cost of $13,500.00.

It was also brought forth by the Parks Dept. that a new handicap ramp be installed outside the
gym entrance as the existing one is in poor condition. It was recommended that the cost of the
ramp, $4,500.00, be split between the Parks Dept. and the Village 50/50. It was moved by Mr.
Hopkins and seconded by Mr. Hill to approve this.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Garner, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Motion Passed

Safety & Service — Nothing to report

Cemetery — Nothing to report



Old Business

Discussion on Food truck Ordinance, and if it is allowed for a private property owner to supply
picnic tables in the food truck lot that he provided. It was decided to strike item 7 in Section 4,
under General Regulations, as it is contradictory. Council also discussed Section 4 (¢) regarding
the parking on private property for a duration lasting longer than ten (10) days, requiring a
temporary zoning permit. What should the cost be for a temporary zoning permit?

It was moved by Mrs. Lewis and seconded by Mr. Parks that a temporary zoning permit must be
obtained by the operator on private property after 10 days under the Food Truck Ordinance, and
the temporary zoning permit cost will be $35.00.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Garner, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Motion Passed

New Business

Department Reports
Solicitor — Nothing to report

Parks — Paul Jackson let everyone know that on May 16, 2025, the Blanchester High School
marketing class will be putting on a “Movie in the Park”. The movie is Sandlot and it will start
at 8:00 PM. There was also talk about the Nature Trail that is coming in, and what the hours of
the park will be. It was stated “Dusk to Dawn” will be the hours.

Police — Nothing to report

Street — Paul Daniels let the council know he is looking to hire another full-time employee.

BPA — Donna Johnson had nothing to report

Zoning — In Chris Hildebrant’s’ absence the mayor discussed building permits and it was
decided that all building permits must be started within 30 days and completed with 12 months.

It was moved by Mr. Hill and seconded by Mrs. Lewis to approve this motion

Vote: Yea — Mr. Gamer, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Motion Passed

Fiscal Officer — Nothing to report

Mayor — Mayor wanted to discuss the topic of changing the time for Council meetings from 7:00
PM to 6:30 PM. Finance Meeting will be moved to 5:30 PM on their days.
It was moved by Mr. Hopkins and seconded by Mrs. Lewis to approve this motion

Vote: Yea — Mr. Garner, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Motion Passed



It was moved by Mr. Hopkins and seconded by Mrs. Lewis that the meeting be adjourned at 8:00
PM.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Garner, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Motion Passed
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