RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS
MINUTES OF VILLAGE OF BLANCHESTER REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
APRIL 24, 2025

The Village of Blanchester Council met in regular session on April 24, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. with
the honorable John Carman, Mayor, presiding.

Mr. William Garner Present
Mr. Don Gephart Absent-Resigned
Mr. John Hill Present
Mr. Reilly Hopkins Present
Mrs. Lynn Lewis Present
Mr. Josh Parks Present

Agenda
It was moved by Mrs. Lewis and seconded by Mr. Hill to approve the agenda, with the addition

of the discussion of the time change for council meetings and for the approval of the nature trail.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Garner, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Motion Passed

Guest Speaker
Wilmington Police Chief Robert Wilson, Police Chief Robert Houghton and police officer Ty

Smith spoke on the importance of the Body Cams for their use. They discussed the benefits and
safety of using them, and answered all questions the council had. The cost would be $36,00 over
a 5-year period and we have received a grant for $17,630. The $18,370 remaining would need to
be paid over the 5 years, which is $3,674 per year. We could also apply for a grant next year
which would help cover the cost.

It was moved by Mr. Parks and seconded by Mrs. Lewis to move forward with the acceptance of
the Grant for the Body Cams, and to move forward with the purchase of them.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Hill, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — Mr. Garner, Mr. Hopkins
Motion Passed

Susan Jacobs came in for the Poppy Flower Proclamation. The mayor read the proclamation,
naming May 17, 2025, as National Poppy Day.

Phil Blankenship with EBS reviewed the Executive Summary of Medical & Dental benefits. As
of now we are doing better than last year.

Public Comment

James Constable 135 Orchard View Lane, Blanchester, OH 45107 wanted to thank the mayor for
meeting with him last week and he is still waiting on some answers, next he wanted to talk about
the complaint he filed against two police officers as he is still waiting on what the outcome of



that complaint was. Lastly, he wanted to discuss the Body Cameras and say he is all for them and
believes we can afford them based on the Revenue coming in.

Approval of Minutes
It was moved by Mrs. Lewis and seconded by Mr. Parks to approve the Minutes from April 10,

2025

Vote: Yea — Mr. Garner, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Motion Passed

Approval of Bills and Reallocations
It was moved by Mrs. Lewis and seconded by Mr. Parks to approve the Bills from April 24,
2025. There were no reallocations.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Gamer, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Motion Passed

Committee Reports

Finance Committee — Nothing to report

Safety & Service — Nothing to report

Cemetery — Nothing to report

Old Business
The new Webpage was shown, and it is still being worked on, but we are seeking approval to
proceed with the payment and acceptance of the new Web Page.

It was moved by Mr. Parks and seconded by Mrs. Lewis to approve to move forward with the
web page.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Gamer, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Motion Passed

New Business

The mayor shared a quote from S&H Consulting. Option #1 was a quote to update the BPA
server; the cost was $6,649.00. Option #2 was updating 3 existing servers (BPA, Village, and
Police) with one server, and reducing the number of licenses. The cost of option #2 is $6,899.00.
After a discussion with Donna Johnson the BPA Business Manager, the Mayor and Police Chief
it was agree to recommend option #2, which would be the best option for the BPA, Village and
the Police Department. It was suggested that the Village pay $1,000.00, and the police
department pay $1,000.00 toward the purchase and the BPA paying the remaining balance of
$4,899.00. This will allow everyone to use the same server while reducing the license fee, and
extend our need for future updates for 5-7 years.



It was moved by Mr. Parks and seconded by Mrs. Lewis to approve moving forward with Option
#2 for the new server.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Gamer, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None

Motion Passed

Discussion on Food truck Ordinance, and if it allowed for a private property owner to supply
picnic tables in the food truck lot that he provided. On Section 4, under General Regulations it
seems unclear if this is allowed. This topic was tabled until the solicitor could investigate it
more.

Approval to move forward with the Nature Trail that was made possible by the family, and them
donating the land. The Parks Department will be working to oversee the program while working
with ODNR to make sure we are doing everything properly.

It was moved by Mr. Hill and seconded by Mr. Parks to approve the Parks Department to move
forward with the project.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Gamer, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None

Motion Passed
Department Reports
Solicitor — Nothing to report

Parks — Paul Jackson let everyone know that the Easter Egg hunt went very well. We had over
300 children participate, April 25" is to be the first party in the park contingent on weather
permitting.

Approval to move forward with the Nature Trail that was made possible by the Snyder family,
and them donating 7-9 acres of land off Mill St, and they want to make it a nature park. The
Parks Department will be working to oversee the program while working with ODNR and Ohio
Department of Forestry to make sure we are doing everything safely and properly.

It was moved by Mr. Hill and seconded by Mr. Parks to approve the Parks Department to move
forward with the project and have our Solicitor to draft a letter of intent to accept the property
donation.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Gamer, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None

Motion Passed

Police — Police Report has shown a reduction last month based on the reports. They have
attended additional training, and worked with local banks on how to handle a robbery.

Street — Nothing to report



BPA — Donna Johnson informed everyone that the government is trying to do away with Clinton
Co. Community action, HEAP, and other programs to help with utility bills. This will affect our
residence and the BPA is asking everyone to call their congressman to let them know we need
these programs.

Zoning — Chris Hilderbrant discussed building permits and wanted council to decide what the
timeframe for completion for a building permit should be. It was left to let the solicitor
investigate it more, and move forward from there.

Fiscal Officer — Nothing to report

Mayor — Mayor wanted to discuss a dual role position that he will be bringing to council next
meeting, and how important it is to allow each person to report to the individual that they are
supposed to be reporting to, and not have everyone else calling them with things they would like
them to do. It is not fair to the employee. Council should not be telling Village employees
directly what to do. These requests need to come through the mayor first.

Don Gephart gave notice of his resignation, and it was moved by Mrs. Lewis and seconded by
Mr. Parks to accept Don Gephart’s’ resignation.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Gamer, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Motion Passed

With this resignation council now has 30 days to elect someone fill Mr. Gephart’s remaining
term. All candidates should have their letter of intent to the Village no later than 4:00 pm on
May 16, 2025, and then all candidates will be interviewed during the May 22, 2025 council
meeting.

Update on the Sidewalk grant from ODOT. We are looking to apply for a federal grant to install
a sidewalk around the municipal building.

Discussion Item — Looking to change meeting time for council meetings from 7:00 to 6:00. Not
all council could do 6:00, 6:30 would work better for most council members.

It was moved by Mr. Hopkins and seconded by Mr. Paks that the meeting be adjourned at 8:36
PM.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Garner, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Motion Passed
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