RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS
MINUTES OF VILLAGE OF BLANCHESTER REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
March 27, 2025

The Village of Blanchester Council met in regular session on March 27, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. with
the honorable John Carman, Mayor, presiding.

Mr. William Garner Absent
Mr. Don Gephart Present
Mr. John Hill Present
Mr. Reilly Hopkins Present
Mrs. Lynn Lewis Present
Mr. Josh Parks Present

It was moved by Mr. Hopkins and seconded by Mr. Gephart to excuse Mr. Garner from the
meeting.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Gephart, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Absent - Mr. Garner

Motion Passed
Agenda
It was moved by Mrs. Lewis and seconded by Mr. Parks to approve the agenda.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Gephart, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Absent - Mr. Garner
Motion Passed

Public Comment

James Constable 135 Orchard View Lane, Blanchester, OH 45107 made comments on the
village webpage and the status of the complaint the filed with the police department. He also
stated we are using parts of our reserve to accommodate the permanent budget.

Approval of Minutes
It was moved by Mrs. Lewis and seconded by Mr. Parks to approve the Minutes from February

27, 2025.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Gephart, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Absent — Mr. Garner

Motion Passed



Approval of Bills and Reallocations
It was moved by Mrs. Lewis and seconded by Mr. Hill to approve the Bills from March 27,
2025. There were no reallocations.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Gephart, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Absent — Mr. Garner

Motion Passed
Committee Reports

Finance Committee — Discussed the extension of the Rumpke contract. Is asking council to
approve the Rumpke contract as written. An increase of 4.3% was agreed upon for the next 5
years. Mr. Hopkins moved to allow the mayor to sign the contract for the Village and Mrs.
Lewis second the motion.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Gephart, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Absent — Mr. Garner

Mr. Parks stated he wanted trash cans put in the contract. The Finance committee has been
working with Rumpke on a contract extension and adding trash carts into the contract would
increase the cost and not all residents want Rumpke 95-gal trash cart. Residents who want a 95-
gal trash cart can contact Rumpke. They will be billed separately; the cost is $3.50 per month
billed yearly at an annual cost of ($42.00).

Safety & Service — Nothing to report

Cemetery — Nothing to report

Old Business

Mayor reminded everyone that Alyssa Baker, website designer, asked everyone to send their
ideas and pictures for the new website build. Rielly Hopkins asked residents that are watching
the council meeting via Facebook to submit their ideas to Carla Flannery.

New Business — Ordinance 2025.004 An Ordinance to Establish an Education Payment Program
for Employees of the Village of Blanchester.

It was moved by Mrs. Lewis and seconded by Mr. Hill to approve Ordinance 2025.004 and to
allow Chris Hilderbrandt to attend an inspection course costing $3600.00.

Vote: Yea —Mr. Gephart, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Absent — Mr. Garner

Motion Passed



New Business — Ordinance 2025.005 — 2025 Permanent Appropriations

Mr. Hopkins asked the question about how much of the money under contractual is accounted
for. He would like to make sure we are getting bids and purchase orders for all contractual work
and capital outlay and need council approval before reallocating funds from contractual and
capital outlay can be made. Mr. Parks asked questions regarding how the contractual and capital
outlay appropriations would be spent.

It was moved by Mrs. Lewis and seconded by Mr. Hopkins to approve Ordinance 2025.005 and
appendix A.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Gephart, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Absent — Mr. Garner
Motion Passed

It was moved by Mr. Parks and seconded by Mr. Gephart to approve 2025 Yard Sale dates.
Vote: Yea — Mr. Gephart, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks

Nay — None

Absent — Mr. Garner

Department Reports
Solicitor — None

Parks — Paul Jackson let the community know that the circus is coming back to town for 2 days,
May 21%t and 22", He also wanted to be let everyone know that all the parks open at dawn and
closes at dusk unless there is an event the parks have approved. If personal property is left in the
park overnight, it will be removed and put in the lost in found.

Police — The police chief reviewed what the police department achieved this month. He
discussed the two grants that we received this week. One for $15,500 for Speed Signs and
another one for $25,000 for a drone. There will be a couple of officers trained on how to fly this.
We also received funding for body armor for 3 officers which totaled around $9,000, so we are
getting about 75% of that back. One of the flock cameras have been installed out by the high
school, but they are still fine tuning it. They did complete cleanup on Broadway Street behind
Dominos. They were also instrumental in the beginning of that investigation on getting 50 people
indicted on 765 charges in Clinton County area. As of right now, 40 of those have been arrested
and apprehended.

Street — Paul Daniels reported that they have gone 6.5 tons of cold pack recently trying to patch
pot holes in the road. The work and Lazenby and Orchard View are still underway.

BPA — Donna spoke about where the new substation will be built. The Location is next to
Hitachi across from the high school bus barn. She spoke about how the new substation will take
several years to build, but once it is complete it will do away with 3 sub-stations in the village
that are outdated. She also mentioned about the 3 water main breaks they had this week, but all 3
have been repaired.



Zoning — Nothing to report

Fiscal Assistant - Fiscal Officer Regina Johnson is in Columbus at LGOC training. Carla
Flannery, Assistant Fiscal Officer was filling in for her. Carla asked finance committee about JR

Jones, new Branch Manager at Peoples Bank, to be able to come to next finance meeting to
introduce himself and the bank.

Mayor — The mayor talked about the Clinton Co. Foundation is putting on a complimentary
screening of the documentary The Library that Dolly (Dolly Parton) Built, will be showing
Friday, March 28" at 7:00 at the Murphy Theatre. He stated there is no reason for an executive
session at this time.

Discussion Item — Sidewalks

Josh Parks brought to council a plan for sidewalk improvement for the village. His plan is to
create a sidewalk improvement fund for the village for the residents to use. His suggestion is
allowing residents to be reimbursed up to 50% of the cost of repair, once repairs are made up to
$1,000 maximum. His plan is to move $10,000 from the General Fund to support this, and move
more over as is needed (because we have plenty of money in the General Fund according to
him). The solicitor reminded everyone that there is already a current ordinance that allows
Blanchester to assesses the homeowner these charges. Mr. Hopkins stated we have been talking
about a sidewalk committee for several years to get residents to abide by this ordinance, but
nothing has been done. Don Gephart said he believes zoning should be responsible for imposing
the ordinance. Mr. Hopkins does not feel those that are on a fixed budget would still not have the
$4,000 to get the sidewalk repaired in the first place, regardless if they were able to get $1,000
back. He had Paul Jackson speak as to the sidewalks. Paul Jackson, on Mr. Hopkins request,
spoke as to charging a $3.00 surcharge on the BPA bill which would be earmarked for sidewalks.
This would raise approximately $64,000 a year. He did discuss that a committee would be
needed to disperse and oversee the funds. The mayor reminded everyone that our ordinance does
state that the zoning code enforcement officer can make these inspections of sidewalks. There
were also talks about putting it on the taxes and putting it on the ballot to see what the people
want. Mr. Hopkins asked if the solicitor would look up to see if any other villages have any type
of ordinance to collect the $3.00 as he discussed.

It was moved by Mr. Hopkins and seconded by Mr. Hill that the meeting be adjourned at 8:31
PM.

Vote: Yea — Mr. Gephart, Mr. Hill, Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Parks
Nay — None
Absent - Mr. Garner

Motion Passed

Approved:;ﬁ%u—,@ /0, Z JZS

Mayor: Ol . Conman—

Attest: O( g_u_é gz-; ZMM/Z/")/

/7




